Comparison of two methods to obtain hemizonae pellucidae for sperm function tests.
The development of a new generation of diagnostic techniques has provided objective data on the physiological function of the spermatozoon. The hemizona assay has been considered the best predictor for in-vitro fertilization results. Its clinical application has been limited to the availability of human oocytes and the use of a special micromanipulator. Here, the sperm binding capacity of hand-sectioned hemizonae was compared with that of oocytes bisected by a micromanipulator. The results obtained in parallel assays showed no statistical differences between the two methods. Therefore, the bisection of oocytes by hand is useful for hemizona assays even in normal clinical laboratories.